20           THE TREATY OF BREST-LITOVSK AND
A victor's peace must be enforced, and in enforc-
ing the terms of the treaties of Brest-Litovsk and
Bucharest the Supreme Command lost sight of
the primary object with which it had begun the
negotiations. It had sought to free its hands in the
East in order to concentrate its reserves of man
power in the West. Yet a million men immobilized
in the East was the price of German aggrandize-
ment, and half that number might well have turned
the scale in the early stages of the German offensive
in France. According to both French and British
military authorities, only a few cavalry divisions
were necessary in March and April 1918 to widen
the gap in the Allied line so that a general retreat
would have been inevitable. These were not
available to the Supreme Command on the
Western Front; but at the moment three German
cavalry divisions were held virtually idle in the
Ukraine. Only in the late summer of 1918, when
the German losses had attained fantastic figures,
were troops transferred from the East. But they
came a few at a time and too late. Ludendorff the
Politician had defeated Ludendorff the General.
Nor was this all. The seed sown at Brest-
Litovsk brought forth not only Dead Sea Apples
but also poisoned fruits. Too late were the
Germans to realize that they themselves were not
immune to the virus which they had injected into
the body politic in Russia. Through different
channels the poison of Bolshevik propaganda
flowed back into Germany. When Lenin had been
sent across Europe in a 'sealed coach', it had not